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last.   It is proper and curious to pause "for a moment                         ;

upon a personage, all his life of importance, and who
at his death was Cardinal, Bishop of Albano, Abbe of
Longpont, of Mount Saint-Eloi, of Saint-Nicholas-
aux-Bois, of La Staffarde in Piedmont (where Catinat
gained a celebrated battle before being Marechal of
France), of Saint-Claude in Franche-Comte, of Anchin
in Flanders, and of Saint-Germain-des-Pres in Paris.
He was also Commander of the Order of the promo-
tion of 1688.

Merit, aided by the chances of fortune, made out of
an obscure family of the Boulonais country, a singu-
larly illustrious race in the fourth generation, of which
Mademoiselle de Tourbes alone remains. The Cardi-
nal, brother of the last Marechal d'Estrees, their uncle,
used to say, that he knew his fathers as far as the one
who had been page of Queen Anne, Duchess of Brit-
tany ; but beyond that he knew nothing, and it was not
worth while searching. Gabrielle d'Estrees, mistress
of Henry IV., whose beauty made her father's fortune,
and whose history is too well known to be here alluded                            \ \

to, was sister of the Cardinal's father, but died thirty
years before he was born. It was through her that the
family became elevated. The father of Cardinal d'Es-
trees was distinguished all his life by his merit, his
capacity, and the authority and elevated posts he held.
He was made Marshal of France in 1626,, and it is a
thing unique that he, his son, and his grandson were
not only Marshals of France, but all three were in sue-
cession seniors of that corps for a long time.

The Cardinal d'Estrees was born in 1627, and for
forty years lived with his father, profiting by his lessons